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PowerPoint Overview: 

 

1. How student achievement 
will be examined at Junior 
Cycle 

 

1. Other Areas of Learning 
(OALs) 

 

2. Student Wellbeing 

 

3. Junior Cycle Profile of 
Achievement (JCPA) 

 

4. A Change in the Curriculum - 
Rationale 

 

 



Assessment is Changing:

New 
Methods of 
Assessment 

What They 
Look Like 

How These 
Are 

Corrected 

What the 
Feedback 
Looks Like  

New Junior Cycle Subjects for 3rd Year 
Students 2019/2020: 
 
 English   
 Business 
 Science 
 Art  
 German/French 
 Irish 
 PE 
 
 Maths   (not yet changed) 
 Home Ec  (not yet changed) 
 History  (not yet changed) 
 Geography  (not yet changed) 
 Music   (not yet changed) 
 Tech Graph   (not yet changed) 
 Woodwork  (not yet changed) 
 Metalwork  (not yet changed) 

 
 



New Methods Of Assessment 
 

Moving from high-stake exams towards  

continuous assessment 

 

 
 

Component When: Assessment Mode: Feedback Type: 

1 2nd Year 
(already 

complete) 

Classroom-Based Assessment 1 
(CBA1) 

Descriptor 

1 3rd Year Classroom-Based Assessment 2 
(CBA2) 

Descriptor 

2 3rd Year 
 

Assessment Task (AT) 
 

10% 
 

3 3rd Year State Exam 90% 



1. Classroom Based Assessments (CBAs) 

 

CBAs 

Oral 
Presentations 

Investigations 

Performances Projects 

Experiments  

 

• CBA 1 – 2nd Year (already complete) 

• CBA 2 – 3rd Year 

 

• Each CBA takes place over 3 school 
weeks. 

 

• During the CBA each student will be 
involved in: 

 
 Following clear instructions set out 

by the subject teacher 
 Providing a finalized piece of work  
 Receiving feedback from the 

subject teacher  
 

• Teacher issues each student a Descriptor 
based on their level of engagement with 
their CBA. 
 

 



Classroom Based Assessment 1  
CBA1s: Already Completed in 2nd Year 

SUBJECT: CBA 1: 

 
ENGLISH 

 
Oral Communication Task 

 
BUSINESS 

 
Business in Action Task 

 
SCIENCE 

 
Extended Experimental Investigation 

GERMAN/FRENC
H 

 
Oral Communication Task 

 
ART 

 
From Process to Realization 

 
PE 

 
PE Performance 



Classroom Based Assessment 2 
CBA2s: To be Completed in 3rd Year 

SUBJECT: CBA 2: 

 
ENGLISH 

 
The Collection of Texts 

 
BUSINESS 

 
Business Presentation 

 
SCIENCE 

 
Science in Society Investigation 

GERMAN/FRENC
H 

 
Student Language Portfolio 

 
ART 

 
Communicate and Reflect 

 
PE 

 
PE Performance 

 
GAELIGE* 

 
Language Portfolio & 
Communicative Task 



2. Assessment Task (AT) 

 

• Students will complete the AT in 3rd Year 
after completing their CBA 2. 

 

• The AT takes place over the course of two 
class periods. 

 

• Allows students to write reflectively on the 
skills and knowledge that they have 
acquired during CBA 2. 

 

• Worth 10% of overall subject grade. 

 

• Each student’s AT is marked by the State 
Examinations Commission. 

 

• No Assessment Task in Art or PE. 

10 

90 

Junior Cycle Assessment 
(%) 

Assessment Task

State Examination



3. State Exam 

 

 

• Students will sit a written exam in June of 
3rd Year 

 

• It accounts for 90% of the subject grade 
(except for some practical-based subjects) 

 

• Higher/Ordinary Level: 
 English, Irish and Maths 

 

• Common Level: 
 All other subjects 

 

• Each student’s exam is marked 
externally by the State Examinations 
Commission (SEC). 

 

 

 

10 

90 

Junior Cycle Assessment (%) 

Assessment
Task

State
Examination



Important Information: 

 

• Attendance on prescribed CBA/AT dates is 
mandatory.  

 

• Please see ‘3rd Year CBA/AT Calendar 2019/2020’ 
on our school website.  

 



How are these Corrected? 
1. CBAs: 2. Assessment Task: 3. State Exam: 

 
Teachers decide on a 
Descriptor based on the 
standard of student work. 
 
Teachers then attend a 
subject department 
meeting and discuss their 
assessment of students’ 
work. 
 
This ensures a common 
approach across the 
school. 
 
Students work is 
corrected in alignment to a 
national standard. 

 

 
 Corrected externally by the 

State Examinations 
Commission. 

 
 Corrected externally by the 

State Examinations 
Commission. 

 



What Does The Feedback Look 
Like? 

CBA 1 & 2 Descriptors: AT and State Exam: 

 

• Distinction   (90% - 100%) 

 

• Higher Merit   (75% - 89%) 

 

• Merit    (55% - 74%) 

 

• Achieved    (40% - 54%) 

 

• Partially Achieved   (20% - 39%) 
 

 

 

• Exceptional 

 

• Above Expectations 

 

• In Line with Expectations 

 

• Yet to Meet Expectations  



 OTHER AREAS OF 
LEARNING 

  



Other Areas of Learning 
OALs 

• The school will report on experiences and events that 
students have participated in, which occur outisde of 
the Junior Cycle’s academic curriculum.  

 

• Participating in activities such as the Young Scientist, 
the Student Council and the Drama Club can be 
reported on. 

 

• Being a member of a school sports team, the school 
choir, the school debating teams etc. can also all be 
reported on. 

 

 

 



Other Areas of Learning  
OALs 

 

• The OALs will encourage students to think of their 
growth, contribution to school life, experiences 
outside of the classroom but within the school, 
hobbies , leadership roles ,interests and 
committments etc. 

 

• SPHE teachers help with OALs. 

 

• Truly holistic, all areas of learning now formally 
acknowledged! 

 



How the OALs are Gathered: 
 
Students will write 3 OAL statements onto the 
 draft OAL Template (pictured here). 
 
This activity will be facilitated by their  
SPHE teacher. 

 
Parents/Guardians will sign the OAL Template  
to verify that the information is accurate. 
 
Students will then type up their 3 OAL statements 
and will email it to their SPHE teacher. 
 
The OALs will appear on each student’s Junior Cycle 
Profile of Achievement (JCPA), which is a certificate 
that will display their achievement throughout their  
Junior Cycle journey.  
 
The deadline for the submission of OALs for  
current 3rd Year students will be announced soon.  



Student Examples 
 

• In 2nd Year I joined our school’s Junior Rugby team. While on the 
team I committed myself to team training and matches. I 
developed my tactical competencies and skills, and learned that 
clear communication amongst my teammates and I was important 
if we were to be successful.  

 

• In 2nd Year we visited Barcelona on a fieldtrip. While away we were 
given various group assignments, where I developed my 
investigative, research and problem-solving skills. I also improved 
my communicative skills while working as part of a group.  

 

• In 3rd Year a guest speaker visited our classroom to speak to us 
about digital safety and cyber bullying. During this talk I learned 
about how important it is to act responsibly when it comes to using 
digital technology to access, manage and share content online.  
 

 

 

 





WELLBEING 
  



Wellbeing 

• ‘Young people with higher levels of emotional, 
behavioural, social and school wellbeing had higher 
levels of academic subsequently.’ 

 

• Wellbeing and learning are directly linked.  

 

• There is overwhelming evidence that students learn 
more effectively, including their academic subjects, 
if they are happy in their work, believe in 
themselves, and feel the school is supporting them. 







What Will Students Be Learning In 
Their Wellbeing Programme? 

 

 

• CSPE 

• SPHE 

• PE  

• IT – Digital Safety 

 

 

• Wellbeing will be reported on each student’s Junior Cycle 
Profile of Achievement (JCPA), which is a certificate that 
will display their achievement throughout their Junior 
Cycle journey 



JUNIOR CYCLE PROFILE 
OF ACHIEVEMENT 

(JCPA) 
  



The Junior Cycle Profile Of 
Achievement (JCPA) Will Report On: 

 
 

1. State Examinations Commission subjects 
    (end of 3rd Year written exams) 

 
2. Classroom-Based Assessments 
     including subjects and short courses  

 
3. Other Areas of Learning  

 

4. Wellbeing 



Junior Cycle Profile Of 
Achievement (JCPA) Sample: 



TIME FRAME 

 

• Regular Junior Cert./Junior Cycle exam results will 
be given out to students in October of TY. 

 

• Later in the year each student will receive their 
Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement (JCPA).  



A CHANGE IN THE 
CURRICULUM – 

RATIONALE  
  



A Change in the Curriculum: 

The curriculum has changed so that students: 

 

Can become better learners and can develop a love of 
learning 

 

Can be provided with a solid foundation for further 
learning 

 

Can develop skills for learning and for life 

 

Can become more informed about their learning through 
improved ways of assessment and reporting  

 

 



A Change in the Curriculum: 

The new Junior Cycle curriculum is based on: 

 

Eight Principles 

 

 Eight Key Skills 

 

 





 


