
Lord Mayors Visit
Councillor John Sheehan became Lord Mayor of Cork in 
June of this year, the same month that Ballincollig became an 
official suburb of Cork city. Ballincollig village came into being 
when a gunpowder works was set up on the banks of the River 
Lee in 1794. It developed as a satellite town of Cork city from 
the 1970s onwards and as of June 2019, it is now a suburb of 
the second biggest city in Ireland. Even as the population of 
Ballincollig exceeds 18,000, a very strong sense of community 
endures. In the heart of every community is the GAA, which 
is very important to the people of Ballincollig. There are also 

many community organizations based in Ballincollig which 
bring the community together. These organizations include, 
Ballincollig Tidy Towns, the Westgate Foundation, Ballincollig
Men’s Shed and the Family Resource Centre to name a few. 
Finally,  I believe what really enhances the community spirit is 
the fantastic amenity that is our regional park, an area of 
outstanding natural beauty lying on the south banks of the 
River Lee that caters to all members of our community.

   -Clíona Reardon - 5th Year
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Awards

Simon Meehan who won the Giuseppe Sciacca 
Award for Sciences, City of the Vatican 2019.
He travelled with his family to Rome with his 
family to attend a number of interviews.This 
award honours excellence in the field of arts, 

culture, science and technology.

 Congratulations to Sean Thompson who obtained the 
highest mark nationally (100%) in Leaving Cert Physics. 

He was awarded a silver medal by the Institute of Physics.

Eimear O Donovan in TY,
 Rang Tighearnach who received 

an All Star for ‘Munster LGFA
Young Player of the Year’.

Lara Nolan (Leaving Cert 2019)  awarded an Entrance
 Scholarship to Mary Immaculate College of Education.Aine Cáit Ní Cheallacháin (Leaving Cert 2019) awarded a 

Quercus Entrance Scholarship to UCC.

Oisin Ó Síocháin Well done 
to Oisín Ó Siocháin 5th year 
Gaelcholáiste, who has won 

the Rotary Ireland Youth 
Leadership Development 

Competition. This is always a 
highly contested All Ireland 
award and much deserved 

by Oisín. Oisín will spend a 
week in February debating 
in The Dáil, Stormont & in 
the European Parliament in 

Strasbourg.
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The Irish Schools 
Senior Golf Championship, 

Munster Champions 

Back Row, left to right: John Lehane, Zak Collins 
and Jack O’Keefe.  Front Row: Stephen Riordan 

(Pennant), Keelan McCarthy (Shield).

Two Drop Everything and Read weeks were held in the school this term. 
These events are designed to give students space to read within a busy 

schedule, and remind them of the importance of spending time 
away from screens. First Year students in particular participated 

enthusiastically. A livestream broadcast from the school library on 
22nd October involved students from all years discussing their favourite 

books and writers, from Malorie Blackman to George Orwell.

2nd Year Business Trip to Budapest

Drop Everything and Read
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Rang Tighearnach (TY) held a bake sale to 
fundraise for the HOPE Shoe Box Appeal 

Rang Dara’s Geography Trip to 
the Mitchelstown Caves

Anti-Bullying 
Week Drama

This year’s theme for Anti-bullying week was 
‘Supporting Inclusion’ and SPHE 
teachers   focused their classes on LGBTI inclu-
sion specifically. We are excited to address such 
an important topic and to continue to build on 
our reputation as a welcoming and inclusive 
school community.
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Rang Fionnan staged a very successful exhibition 
of their work on Friday 29th. The work was based 
on the theme of ‘Individuality and Identity’. They 
created self-portraits, ceramic tiles based on their 
family crests and much more. Their guest speaker, 
Mr O’Hara, highlighted the importance of value and 
how Rang Fionnan’s work was indeed priceless.

The success of the exhibition owed to the planning 
and organisational skills of the class. They greeted 
their guests and explained their personal artworks 
along with the steps they took to create them.They 
also served an array of refreshments which they 
made with the help of Ms Moylan. Thank you to all 
who came and supported this wonderful event.

Rang Fionnán- (LCA)

 
The focus between 2016 – 2020 is Teaching & Learning.

3 domains of school life are evaluated with a view to develop strengths and improving students’ 
learning experiences and outcomes.

Wellness of students and staff
Gaeilge sa Gaelcholáiste

Learning styles

See school website for more details.

First Year Table Quiz

It has been a very busy session one for Rang 
Fionnan. In the past month, they have hosted 
numerous events in the school. For HCT, the class 
hosted a pop-up Cafe for the staff of Coláiste Choilm. 
This was hugely successful and the class donated all 
money raised to charity. The Class also hosted an Art 

Exhibition in N14 for their Art Task. The students 
under the suberb guidance of Ms O‘Reilly created 
their own Clay Tile pieces. Rang Fionnan have also 
hosted a quiz for first year students as part of an 
Enterprise Task and have also visited a local 
restaurant for HCT.

Art Exhibition

School Self- Evaluation 2016 – 2020
“Allows schools to look at their own practices and to identify what they are doing well and what aspects of the 

school’s work could be further developed to improve students’ learning experiences and outcomes.”

(Foreword, Looking at our Schools, 2016)

Wellness
of students
and staff

Gaeilge sa 
Gaelcholáiste

Learning 
styles
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Wellbeing in the Classroom
Term 2 Theme 2: Resilience – Find Your Own Spark

 In Term 2, we aim to highlight Resilience, as the second 
of our Wellbeing Indicators

• Coláiste Choilm is full of people with different strengths. 
Every person in our community adds colour, energy and life to our 

school community. What is your spark that adds light? 
Find your spark and share it.

The Wellbeing Mosaic  
(*created by The Creative

 Engagement Class of 
2018 / 2019)

Wellbeing

5th Year Wellness Day

Coláiste and Gaelcholáiste Choilm’s  Wellness 
Day for our 5th Year Students was a wonderful 
success. It was held on October the 28th and 
Students participated in many different activities 
including meditation, study skills, CPR training, 
nutrition, resilience, fun activities, yoga, 
boxercise. 

Huge thanks goes to the 5th Year Pastoral Team - 
who organised the event, and to the 9 members 
of staff who presented and facilitated on the day. 
We’ll done to all the 5th Year students - who 
embraced the day and benefitted from it.

5th Year Wellness Day


