
What an amazing experience the BT Young Scientist is – 
a definite way to deal with the January blues. 16 Coláiste 
Choilm Transition Year students spent four days in the 
RDS in Dublin presenting 7 very interesting and varied 
projects. Our project investigated the prevalence of 
gender stereotyping in 5 – 7 year olds and also included 
the development of a resource kit to combat gender bias.
 
Presenting to the judges is a nerve wrecking part of the 
competition, however the chance to visit all the other 
project stands, shake hands with some famous faces and 
to take in the entire Young Scientist experience makes it 
all worth it. Nobody goes to Dublin expecting to win – as 
evidenced by the expressions on our faces when our 
names were called out!

After the initial shock of winning, one of the main 
highlights was going on the Late Late Show and meeting 
Ryan Tubridy - terrifying but amazing! Another highlight 

of the last few weeks was being on the Today Show with 
Maura and Daithi. We never imagined that we would be 
on television not once but twice! However without doubt 
our welcome home to Coláiste Choilm on Monday the 
13th of January was our happiest and most enjoyable 
moment of our Young Scientist experience. 

We would like to thank Ms. Karina Lyne for the huge 
support she gave us (and continues to give us) 
throughout the whole process – we are particularly 
grateful that she refused to accept our first 3 proposed 
projects! The Young Scientist is a fantastic event which 
we would highly recommend to take part in or to visit.

(One of the schools we went back to gave flowers to Ms 
Lyne and to us aswell so as not to gender stereotype…so 
I guess our project is having an impact already! ) ?????

-Alan O’Sullivan and Cormac Harris
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