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Welcome to the first online edition of Nuacht na Scoile! Our lives have changed so much over 
the last few months - our Nuacht na Scoile reflects this, celebrates the creativity of our students 
& staff to adapt to these changes and acknowledges the incredible resilience of our school 
community to overcome challenges. Thank you to all who contributed to this very special edition -
it is so important for us to capture this unprecedented time 
in our school life. Since the crazy school day of March 12th 
when  we were in a huge rush to gather our belongings, wish 
everyone well & get home, Coláiste / Gaelcholáiste Choilm 
has been quieter than it ever was since it opened in 1987. 
This week saw our maintenance staff returning to work on a 
rota basis - the school is beginning to awaken again! Let’s 
hope it is the start of a new beginning........

Stay Safe & enjoy the summer

Michelle Sliney

Online Edition - May 2020

We’re all in it together ...Apart



The Junior Rugby team reached the final of the u16 
Mungret Cup this year for the first time in the school’s 
history. The team was captained by 3rd Year student 
Dave Fahy, coached by past pupil Ciaran Bohane and 
managed by Mr. Ahmed. A hard fought victory over 
Villiers School, Limerick in the semi-final meant that 
our team earned a place in the final versus Bantry, a 
game that was set to be played in Irish Independent 
Park. However, due to school closure this final wasn’t 
played and the cup will now be shared between Coláiste Choilm and Bantry. Many members of this team 
will progress onto the Senior squad, where they will all have another shot at reaching a final next year. 

Ms Ui Mhathúna, Ms Baldwin & Mr Hyland accompanied 27 TY students on an action packed 4 
day trip to Paris on March 8th. From a city tour to The Eiffel Tower by night to Versailles to 
Eurodisney,  a great time was had by all. 
All too soon we were on our flight home to the unknown, little did we know it would be our last 
time together for a very long time! 
Treasured moments, life long memories. Vive La France!!!

Front l to r: Diarmuid Ward, Sarah Leahy, Aoife Ní Dhochartaigh, Óisín 
Ó Síocháin, Orlaith Ní Mhurchú.
Back l to r: Meadhbh Ní Chathasaigh, Eimear Ní Chéilleachair, Kate Ní Shé.

Traditional music group ‘Blaist’ have had a busy year preparing for 
the Siansa Gael Linn competition. The group (pictured above) is 
made up of students spanning from 1st year to 5th year in Choláiste / 
Gaelcholáiste Choilm. It all started back in October 2019 when the 
group along with their teachers Ms Marien Collins, Mr Rory 
Manning and Ms Carmel Falvey had to come up with a ten minute 
long programme of tunes and songs. Even though there were over 50 
entries, Blaist were then selected to perform in the workshop stage 
of the competition in Limerick on Sunday 1st March. There were 32 

groups involved in this process and Blaist were delighted to make it down to the final 8 groups following stiff competition from top 
musicians all around Ireland. The final was to be held in the National Concert Hall on Sunday April 26th but due to Covid-19 that 
has now been postponed until August 23rd. Hopefully all going well, Blaist will get their day out!

U16 Rugby

L’excursion scolaire à Paris - TY 2020

Siansa



On Saturday 7th March the Coláiste/Gaelcholáiste Choir had the honour of performing with the Cork ETB Youth 
Orchestra to a packed auditorium. It was a huge celebration of musical talent which was both entertaining and 
uplifting. They are very talented and dedicated young singers who gladly spend their Tuesday and Thursday lunchtime 
rehearsing with both Ms Falvey and Mr Holohan. We look forward to many more opportunities to sing and perform in 
the future! 

During this quarantine I really missed my GAA and every year 
I do some sort of fundraiser for cancer. The motivation I had 
for doing this run was my Nan, who died from cancer 2 years 
ago. I planned to run everyday and post on my social media 
daily the route I took, distance, and time it took me.  I manged 
to raise €850 from the donations given generously by friends 
and family. I wanted to do some runs dedicated to people bat-
tling cancer or those who have a loved one battling cancer. The 
first shape I ran in was a love heart and from this I got inspired 

to run in more shapes just for fun, despite the strange looks i 
received for running around in circles.  I ran a smiley face, a 
bunny shape for Easter
I also ran in letters to spell out words.  I ran in one saying DO-
NATE and one saying HSE for all the health care staff working 
through Covid_19 and another saying F1T the gym i go to. I 
did not expect to raise the amount I did and was overwhelmed 
but I am very grateful to have supported cancer research and 
thankful to everybody that donated.

2nd Year Fundraiser

Choir

Ben O’Regan



Should I change my py jamas for bed?
 

I remember when school was somewhere you went.
Now, it’s somewhere you click into.

Google classrooms are our new E13 and N8.
I am sick of clicking.

And tapping.  
 

I remember when I divulged the day’s events at dinnertime. 
Now I recount the latest in the lives of Netflix characters.

And oh how we discuss, at length-
Dr. Tony’s glasses

And Simon Harris looking “shook”.
.

I remember when jeans were casual clothing. 
Now they are an item 

For ‘going-out’-
To exciting places

Like the shop.
 

I am bored.
 

My mind wanders, trying to remember useless information.
Like, what day it is.

Is it really May?
 

I doodle my days down the drain.
Amid constant reminders to “Stay Safe”, “Stay Home”.

Stay sane?
 

Covid-19 is a mental illness. 
I am locked away, 

Cooped up.
Overwhelmed by change, and no change.

I am sad and disconnected.
I am bored of board games,

Bate out from baking.
Sick of sitting.

Talked-out.
I feel anxious, irritated, frustrated.

I feel fear.
I open up and shut down at a ferocious rate.

 
I am actively trying to adjust.

 
And so I adjust the furniture in my room.

I redesign my little bubble.
I learn the ukulele from You Tube.

I no longer shoot at goal and miss!
Forget Physics-

I’m going to be a famous soccer player!
I breathe, and realise that I’m quite good at it.

So I breathe again-maybe I could be a breathing 
influencer?

 
I remember some things from the ‘old-normal’.

How we rushed and raced
On our hamster-wheels.

Going nowhere.
Often.

How we took each other for granted.
A grunted “Thanks” and a personalised “Happy Mother’s 
Day’ card from Moonpig were enough by way of gratitude.
I think I told my Mother that I love her every day this week.

I might need to ease up.
 

How we didn’t notice:
How quickly the leaves return to the trees.

How beautiful the stream is at the bottom of the road.
How crusty homemade bread is.
Just how many birds there are.
Just how necessary hugs are.
How much craic dad can be.

 
I hope that one year from now 

I remember:
How we stopped taking our loved ones for granted.

How we spent more time with them. Real time.
How we spent more time on our own.

How we valued our relationships as much as our phones.
How we realised how much of human activity is impacting 

our beautiful world.
How we noticed all that is noteworthy around us.

How we continued to breathe.
 

But for now,
We must wait.

Pause.
Learn.

 
And figure out if we should change py jamas for bed.

“Wisdom oft comes from the mouth of babes”, and as we approach our years end, we leave you with a lovely poem by 
Belinda Hutchinsons’ TY Drama class, with memories from Lockdown and a wise message for the future……..

 

Should I change my pyjamas for bed?



Messages from home...

On Thursday March 12th we were told that the school was closing for two weeks and that we would be 
learning remotely from home. Initially, my friends and I were really excited because we saw this as a break 
from classes. However, very quickly, we realised this was not so and this ‘ living without school’ had its 
disadvantages.

The teachers in Coláiste Choilm were very good and posted work for my class in many different ways. Some 
used Google Classroom others used Edmodo. Some teachers  recorded voice notes over PowerPoints and 
very quickly my bedroom became a living classroom. Teachers challenged usto use new ways of presenting 
our work and I have learned to make voice over PowerPoints, use Word etc.

I tried to get my school work done as soon as it came in and I found that I had plenty of time for other 
activities such as baking, running and walking the dogs. All my family were at home and we had to learn 
how to work around one another. That in itself was a challenge!!

Now 66 days out of school, I realise that I miss the social aspect of school, especially the interaction with 
friends and teachers. I never thought I’d say it but I am looking forward to going back to school.

Emily Duffy  (Rang Síofra - 1st year)

I would like to begin by saying that I 
miss you all so very much. Little did 

we know that Thursday 12th March 
would be a date that signalled our 
premature and sudden departure 
from school. It seems like such a 

distant memory now – the 
scrambling to empty all those 

lovely organised lockers, throwing 
everything into black refuse bags 

and saying rushed goodbyes to our 
friends and teachers. I know I myself 

thought we would be back again in 
a matter of weeks - but how quickly 

our lives did change in those 
moments of hearing our Taoiseach 

announce the immediate school 
closures.

Over the last number of weeks (I 
have now lost count of the exact 

number), we have all had to adapt to 
a new form of teaching and learning 

and it has been challenging for 
everyone (including the teachers!). 
I am so very proud of how each and 
every one of you joined your online 

class groups and learned how to 
upload, attach and scan your 
homework, as well as meeting 

deadlines and even being invited to 
Google Meet classes. 

I am so very proud of how resilient 
you all are – it has not been easy 

being separated from your friends. 
I know how difficult it has been for 

some of you dealing with 
unpredictable Wi-Fi and sharing 
laptops and computers and even 

kitchen tables.  
And lastly, I am so very proud of 
you completing your first year of 

secondary school. It seems like only 
yesterday when we all sat together in 
the Culturlann. Learning to find your 

way around the school, the weekly 
handing up of your Dialanns to Mr O 
Regan and Ms Tormey, remembering 

to leave your phones in lockers!!! I 
am very lucky to have such a lovely, 

well-mannered, sporty, creative, 
bright and kind year group. I know it 

has been disappointing not to see out 
our first year together with a school 

trip, but there will always be next 
year! Finally, the very best of luck in 
your summer assessments. You have 
worked incredibly hard so you should 
be very proud of yourselves. Have a 
restful, healthy, safe and fun summer 
and I look forward to seeing you all 

in September.

Take care, 
Ms White

1st Year

A note to my wonderful year group, 

We took the opportunity to engage with students and staff alike and asked them to 
reflect on their time at home over the past several weeks. 

The following pages reflect those thoughts...... 

Thank you to everyone that submitted material for this section. 

(Above) Stephen Twohig 1st year



No one was expecting this. Who would have 
thought 6 months ago, shaking someone’s hand 
would be illegal? That a tiny army could take 
over the world in less than 100 days? Life as 
we know it has flashed before our eyes. All the 
things that we once took for granted are gone.  
Real heroes have come out, and parents must 
homeschool their kids, which isn’t the best 
experience for most! I miss school, friends, 
and just the normality of life. But I don’t 
mind leaving the and the fast-paced way of 
living behind. We have the chance now to 

appreciate life.

       
-Lily O’Keeffe (Rang Brid - 1st Year)

Quarantine
By Shane O’Callaghan -1st Year

When Leo Varadker announced on the 12th if March that 
all schools would be closed for two weeks, little did we know 
that we wouldn’t be back until September!

It was a bit strange in the beginning doing my homework 
online but I eventually got the grasp of it. Sometimes if the 
weather was nice I would tend to rush my homework! 

I miss my friends at school but I am lucky to have 4 
siblings at home. I manage to keep in touch with some of 
my friends using technology.

I have been getting outdoors a lot –playing on the 
trampoline, playing basketball, cycling and walking. I 
have also made a go-cart, a model boat, our of wood and 
many more things.

Overall, I am coping with quarantine but looking forward 
to meeting my friends again. 

On Thursday March 12th I was expecting to go to London with my family for the weekend 

and come back for a fun-filled Saint Patrick’s Day. Instead the government announced that 

schools would be shut down and we’d all have to practise social distancing for a while so 

we had to cancel our trip. That all seems like so long ago. At the start of the lockdown I had 

trouble getting used to online schooling, not being able to go see my friends and not being 

able to go anywhere over 2 kilometres but now it’s just become a way of life. During lockdown 

me and my family got up to a lot including taking part in a car parade during St. Patrick’s day, 

organising a food drive for Cork’s Penny Dinners, online bingo and quizzes with our friends 

and family and we’d go out to the regional park for walks, runs or cycles more often than 

usual. I, myself also had online GAA training sessions and virtual piano lessons to look forward 

to every week. I think that the corona virus has given us a lot more appreciation for the things 

we perhaps took for granted before the pandemic.

- Jack Murphy (Rang Brid - 1st Year) (Above) Jack Murphy - 1st Year

(Above) Deputy Principal Ms. Maria O’Sullivan

(Above) Ms Renata Plaice



Reflecting on life during Covid 19
1.What are your thoughts on the Covid Lockdown situation?

I didn’t like how we weren’t able to leave the house or see 
anyone outside of our family but I feel like the government 
made the right decision as the sooner it began,the sooner it 
ended and less people got sick .

2. How has your world changed?

My world has changed in many ways. Obviously, I wasn’t able 
to go to school like I had been doing almost every weekday for 
the past 10 years. We did it online but I found this harder than 
being at school because I couldn’t concentrate whereas when 
I’m in a school setting it’s easier. Everything I had to do was on 
my phone so it was distracting. One thing I did enjoy though 
was being able to get up and go to sleep at whatever time I 
wanted, which was something I hated about school.
Another big change was that I couldn’t see my friends 
everyday. This was another big change and I missed seeing 
people other than my family.

3. How are you keeping busy? - (outside of schoolwork)

To keep busy outside of my schoolwork I did a few things . One 
thing I did was do my make-up and work on my eye shadow 
and things like that. I’m still not that great at it but it helped pass 
the time .
Another thing I did was go on runs so I wouldn’t be unfit by the 
time I went back to sports.
Other things I did to keep me entertained was bake cakes and 
FaceTime my friends.

4. What you miss the most about daily life ?

I miss things like going over to my friends houses, school 
hockey matches and break times at school. During this 
lockdown I’ve really missed things like that because that’s the 
last time I remember that I properly laughed.

5. 1 positive message/thing you have learned from all of this?

One positive message I’ve learned from all of this is you don’t 
know what you have until it’s taken away from you.

Hannah O’Sullivan (Rang Eimhin - 2nd Yr)

To all 2nd Years,
I hope you are all keeping well and safe. I know this is 
an unusual time for everyone but I thank you for doing 
your best in this situation. I hope you take this time to 
reflect back on the good memories you have shared 
with your year group this year in school, but also all 
that you have achieved. From All-Ireland soccer
 medals, basketball, singing and dancing to school tours 
and class trips. A lot has been achieved in such a short 
time and we are proud of all you have accomplished. 
I would be lying if I said I didn’t miss the Wednesday 
morning assembly with you all but I am sure you don’t 
miss the “take off the jacket” instruction being given to 
you every morning by myself, Ms.Murphy or Mr. 
Byrnes. I am well aware that the struggle was real for 
you at 8:30 in the morning but you eventually came 
round to it; some of you still have a way to go but we 
will work on that! I have missed the office chats, both 
positive and negative but always progressive and 
delighted when you just wanted to “chat for a minute” 
knowing well you could shave 5 to 10 mins off class. 
I have to admit that my locker cutting skills are being 
wasted here at home - I will need a day or two to get 
back into it!

Learning is not all about classrooms, teachers and 
school bells however; take lessons of life from your 
family at home. Learn a new skill, go out of your 
comfort zone, stay active but don’t forget to relax. 
Summer holidays are upon us so make the most you 
can of it and try to enjoy the little things. 

Remember, tough times never last but tough people do.

I look forward to seeing all of you as 3rd Years soon!

Mr.Ryan

2nd Year

(Above) Jamie Mahon O’Sullivan 
2nd year

Jack McCahill, 2nd Year



Dear Third Year Student.
I hope that you and your families are well and coping ok 
during this very strange time. I know that these last few 
weeks have not been easy. It feels like such a long time since 
we were all in Colaiste Choilm together. I am certainly missing 
seeing you every day.

It is such a shame that our three years together ended so 
abruptly last March and that we didn’t get the opportunity to 
celebrate everything that you have achieved. None of us ever 
anticipated these present events.

It seems like only yesterday when you all started in Colaiste 
Choilm. The past few years have gone in the blink of an eye, 
and how you have grown and matured. You have made my job 
enjoyable, exciting, rewarding, varied and most of all 
unpredictable. Your energy, eagerness, and enthusiasm have 
greatly contributed to our group as a whole.

You are now finished Junior Cycle and as you embark on a 
new chapter in Senior Cycle next September, have big dreams 
and be equipped with the determination to succeed. 

It is difficult to know what the 
next few months hold, just 
remember to take care of 
yourself and no matter what 
happens, be proud of yourself, 
your resilience and your ability 
to adapt to extreme 
circumstances. 

Looking forward to seeing you 
soon.
Stay safe and happy. 

Marion Baldwin

3rd Year

Life During Quarantine
Just a few short weeks ago the prospect of a full days at home seemed unimaginable, futile, strange and scary. 
Dystopian novels were placed of global pandemics and isolation, not real life. Let’s face it, we might be not living during 
the Hunger Games but without a shadow of a doubt, this is equally mind boggling!
All of our lives have been strikingly altered during the Covid-19 pandemic. As a student in Coláiste Choilm, I’d like to share 
some of my experiences, opinions and comments on a third year’s life during quarantine. Our lives have changed 
drastically since lockdown occurred. Some alterations were minor, but more were sadly major. Only one person being 
allowed into grocery stores per family made your typical Saturday grocery trip a rather difficult task. We couldn’t leave 
the two kilometre radius within our houses up until the first of May, when this number was extended to five kilometres. 
Schools were closed down for the safety of everyone, leaving us, students, in a very (let’s be honest) weird place. Out of 
nowhere we were immediately expected to adapt to a whole new way of learning… A way that both teachers and students 
lacked experience, and quite frankly intuition in. This meant that us, third year students were now expected to prepare for 
our first State Exam without actually attending school! Unimaginable. To our joy the Junior Certificate has been cancelled, 
hooray!  Nevertheless we were still going to be examined. Our “new” Junior Certificate results will consist of a mixture of 
mock exam results, first and second year exam results and engagement since lockdown began. This means that those who 
have been very active since first year are now in somewhat of a “safe spot”, unlike your goofy class clown.
Although there have been countless negatives associated with the outbreak of Covid-19, there have been positives too. 
For example, we have all enjoyed sleeping in every day, goodness what a treat it has been! Take my word for it! Waking up 
and not being troubled by the thought of “Have I done all my homework for today?”, oh this isn’t
missed by any of us. That has been one of the best highlights of the pandemic. We have all been able to spend a lot more 
time with our families too. This has allowed for unexpected improvement of family interactions, unplanned but welcomed. 
These weird times have also allowed us students to pick up new hobbies such as running, working out or, surprise surprise, 
binge watching six hours of Netflix while munching on some cookie dough flavoured Ben and Jerry’s ice cream!
I’m not the first to say mental health of my fellow third years has drastically improved. We all simply agree that a large 
percentage of the stress in our lives was associated with school and now that the school was closed we’ve been getting a 
lot better with, well, chilling out. Us, third years, can all recall the weeks leading to the pre’s… days of horror but 
normality. We were all really stressed and that lead to sleepless nights and mild panic attacks. Only imagine how stressed 
we would be now,having to sit the Junior Certificate in these conditions. Luckily, the weight of the exam was lifted by our 
now beloved Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar. A recurring theme throughout this time is that we’ve found ourselves missing our 
friends. This is an echoed factwe’ve all come to terms with. Seeing our friends in school is something that we always
take for granted and we dont nearly appreciate them enough.
This pandemic has greatly affected us all in various ways, period. Lockdown has shown how important school really is. How 
we rely on it. How we are dependent on it socially. How the lack of school affects us. How without it we find it hard to 
keep ourselves busy. Nevertheless, let’s keep at it lads (and ladies of course!), we’ll get there.

 -Your fellow quarantined, mildly going insane, third year student.

Ms Marion 
Baldwin



Ms Marion 
Baldwin

Life during Lockdown
It is fair to say life has changed a lot since lockdowns begun. 

It’s unlike anything anyone’s ever experienced before. We have 
all had to readjust to this new way of life whether we liked it 
or not and its came with some positives but some negatives 

too. Everyday activities like going to meet our friends, playing 
sports and going shopping have all been put on hold.  

  Lockdown has had its benefits. I have actually got to know my 
family over these past few months…. They are actually quite 

nice!  Life is usually such a rush; it has been nice to slow down.
  These tough times have taught people to be more patient and 
brought out the best in people within the community such as 

helping the elderly. Hopefully this kindness and generosity will 
continue after this pandemic.

  Nowadays, we are learning through a screen, it’s completely 
new to me. It’s so strange not going  into school every day and 
having a structured life. I never thought I would say this but I 
think I’m beginning to miss school. I miss seeing my friends 
everyday and learning in a classroom because to be honest I 

think it’s much easier than learning from home.
   If you had told me this time last year I wouldn’t be sitting my 

junior cert. exams I would’ve thought you were crazy, the 
junior cert has never been cancelled, why would it get 

cancelled? No one could have anticipated this pandemic. Our 
lives have been flipped upside-down.

  It’s safe to say that all students remember their junior cert but 
the whole of Ireland will remember ours.

   Emma Cronin (3rd Year)

The 12th of March 2020 was the last time 
I have had any contact with the outside 

world. My school year came to an 
unexpected and sudden end. All my 

peers frantically gathered our books 
from our lockers thinking that we would 

return after easter. Little did we know 
that we wouldn’t see the four walls of 

Colaiste choilm until the next 
September hopefully.

 It seems like everyday is the same. 
I wake up, breakfast and my phone 

constantly buzzing with messages from 
teachers assigning work and friends 

asking about work. I hear the faint sound 
of Holly and Phillip in the background 

as I take over the kitchen table with my 
school books. As Hamlet once said “to 

be or not to be, that is the question” was 
the most important question not only in 

my household but all over the news 
regarding the junior cert and leaving 

cert. This has since been resolved which 
has created mixed feeling amongst –
families all over Ireland.  We continue 
with our school work but at least it is 

something to occupy our minds. 

I never thought I would see the day 
where I couldn’t see my friends or 

family, I can’t go to any extra curricular 

activities or even go to school. I long 
to hear the footsteps and giggles of my 

small cousins approaching the back 
door. I long to celebrate family events 

again and to meet up with my friends in 
Starbucks. I long to hug my cocooning 

grandparents again. 

I guess there are some positives to this 
global pandemic. I get to spend more 
quality time with my family and more 

time doing what I love at home. 
Everyday I try to get some exercise 
whether that be going for a walk or 

doing an online dance class or even just 
bouncing on the trampoline. 

Despite all this I’m starting to feel like 
Rupunzel from Tangled. I am stuck 

inside with my only view being the same 
four walls and wondering “when will my 

life begin”. 

Outside the world is flourishing in our 
absence.  Birds are singing and the skies 

are clear, nature is thriving. All this 
brings us hope and as history has taught 

us that nature will find a way. 

Caoimhe Collins 
(3rd Year Student)

Life has certainly thrown us a massive 
curveball these past few months. It is 
extraordinary how swiftly the image of 
our world can change, and how unpre-
dictable life can be. None of us could ever 
have imagined that we would be spending 
the last few months of the 2019/2020 
school year at home, learning through our 
screens and dealing with the uncertainty 
surrounding the state exams. There now 
seems to be a definite line drawn through 
our lives. The line dividing before, and 
after Covid-19 arrived. 

While it is vital for us all to look after 
our mental health and wellbeing, as 
young people we should also examine 
the numerous lessons we can learn from 
this pandemic. Now more than ever it is 
apparent that every single one of us, no 
matter how unimportant or insignificant 
we believe ourselves to be, has a personal 
responsibility to carefully consider how 
we conduct ourselves, especially when 
in company, be it virtual or in real life. 
Thinking before we act is even more 
important than it was before, along with 
maintaining our social distance. By doing 
this we are not only benefiting ourselves, 
we are also protecting our loved ones and 
those in our community. 
 
This pandemic has revealed the fragility of 

human life. It has taught us to be grateful 
for the littlest of things. And it has shown 
us, once and for all, the true power of love, 
in its many forms, and of compassion. 
It has provided us with newfound skills, 
from learning how to connect with friends 
and family on Zoom, to figuring out how 
to use Google Classroom, to sewing our 
own face masks. It has taught us to be 
resilient, to be aware, to be creative, to 
have patience, and to manage our time 
efficiently. We should not underestimate 
the value of these skills, in all aspects of 
our lives. 

It is so encouraging and to witness the 
way in which the teachers and students 
of Colaiste Choilm have adapted and 
continued to work together during this 
unusual time. It shows the strength of our 
school community, even when we can’t 
learn together in our usual way. It is an 
incredible example of the dedication and 
determination of our teachers to keep us 
connected to our education, and I for one 
am truly grateful. It makes me happy to be 
a part of such a brilliant group of people, 
and I can’t wait to see everyone again!  

We will get through this together. 

By Muireann Forde

Teenage life in the pandemic.

(Above) Ms Carmel Falvey



Having to be stuck inside is 
having positive and negative 

effects on people and the world. 
For many people it is hard 

having to stay away from loved 
ones. People are missing being 

out in the fresh air and 
socializing. Of course the 

obvious, people are passing 
away. Parents are having to stay 

away from their kids and 
self-isolate. The deceased aren’t 

getting the funerals and 
celebrations that they deserve. 
Workers are at a loss with the 
shut down of non-essential 
business, and much more. 

But with every negative comes a 
positive. A positive which 

everyone can immediately see is 

the community spirit. 
Neighbours are making sure their 
elderly neighbours have enough 
food. For the most part people 
are respecting social distancing 
rules for everyone’s benefit. 

People in the spotlight are doing 
everything they can with their 
platform to raise money for 

the people and businesses that 
need it. People are respecting 

essential workers and healthcare 
workers and the important job 
they play in keeping the world 

running.

For me personally as a third year 
student I’m glad with the 
decision that was made to 

cancel the junior cert, like the 
majority of the country. If 

cancelling an exam can slow 
down the spread and save lives I 
don’t think there is any question 
in the matter. Over the last few 
months all students are finding it 
hard to stay motivated to study 
and keep on top of their work, 
which is understandable. For the 
most part teachers and students 

are working together. 

All I know is that everyone 
should do everything they can 
to keep physically healthy and 
mentally healthy. Of course not 

being able to see family is 
difficult but it’s for the best and 

the good of their health.

-Third Year Student

(Left) 

Deputy Principal 
Mr Dáithí 

Ó Gallchoir 

(Left) 

Ms Ída Collins



These are certainly strange times that we are living in. If I had been told back in September that I would be completing the last two months of 
TY from home, I would not have believed it for a second. It is so easy to just focus on what we are missing during this pandemic but we must 
do our best to focus on what we’ve gained. I know that for me personally, I am getting to spend more time with my family which is great. There 
is also more time to work on hobbies and try new skills. For myself in particular, dance is my main hobby and while I’ve had performances and 
competitions cancelled, I am very grateful that I am able to keep up my classes. Through Zoom, I am now able to take more classes than ever. 
We are very lucky to have this technology readily available and that we can still keep in contact while staying apart. 
 
A big part of TY for many students is Gaisce. We are working towards this award all year. I was of course disappointed when I first found out 
that the Gaisce Trip would be unable to go ahead. However, I am glad that I am still able to complete my Gaisce award. This year an adventure 
project was being undertaken in place of the adventure trip. This adventure project is an excellent solution to this unforeseen problem. I was 
able to connect with the other members of my group to complete this task and it gave us a goal to work towards. These projects will also be a 
great resource for planning adventure trips in the years to come. 
 
At the end of the year every TY student must complete a TY portfolio. The TY portfolio was a great way to look back on TY and 
really allowed me to reflect on the amazing experiences that I’ve had during this year. Even though my TY experience was cut short, the time 
that I did have was fantastic.   

        -  Alice Mollaghan (R. Tomás)
 

Transition Year 

Our Transition year experience may have been very different to others but it is one we’ll 
never forget.  Our lives took a turn on March 12th that we never could have predicted 
or expected back in September, while most of us went into TY looking forward to a year 
without having to learn history, little did we know that we were about to be a part of 
living history itself that will never be forgotten!
Yes, some of us were left disappointed at the cancellation of trips and events such as 
the Gaisce trip, but everything worked out in the end as we were still able to complete 
our Gaisce bronze award by working in groups of 5 to plan an adventure journey that 
we could go on ourselves in the future or be of use to others years when planning their 
own trips. Our alternative timetable which we were given to work off at home included 
time for school work, mindfulness, physical exercise and skill development.  It also gave 
us time to work on our online portfolio which was a great way to keep busy. This was 
a lovely way to look back and reflect on all our work, experiences and achievements 
throughout the course of our TY. With all the time in the world and nowhere to go, it 
was easy to remember and share with family at home all the efforts made to make our 
TY memorable, from school talks and trips to talent show auditions, debate planning to 
planning the musical, school matches to the young scientist and other competitions. 
We packed so much into a shortened year but it was a year we will always remember. 
We may have missed out on the last few weeks but we made the absolute most of an 
amazing year.

    -Emma O’Regan (R Turlough)

The transition year class of 2020 has had a very 
different conclusion to the norm.  On the 12th March, 
our year changed dramatically.  As a transition year 

team, we had to abandon the traditional conclusion to 
our year.  We were faced with new challenges. 

However, after some brainstorming an alternative 
online timetable was created with a student centred 

approach along with a new innovative way for 
students to present their end of year portfolio.  As a 

core team, we would like to thank all of the students, 
parents and staff who engaged with positivity and 

embraced this new online learning platform. 

TY Pastoral Team (Above) Hugh Ó Mathúna 

(Above) Ms Brid McDonnell



Initially when An Taoiseach made the announcement about school closure on March 12th there was a very mixed reaction. Some students were 
excited. However others were filled with fear and confusion. Soon after school’s closing we learned that our new “normal” was in fact nothing 
to be excited about. The uncertainty became even more immense when we learned that we didn’t know if we would be getting back to school, 

and may have possibly had the most anticlimactic last day of school we would ever experience.  At the beginning finding a routine proved very 
difficult for many students. Staying motivated was challenging at the start. We didn’t have the same structure to our day. We struggled to see 

any positives coming from our at home learning experiences. But with time we began to find some good in an unideal situation.
Creating our TY portfolios gave us a chance to reflect and look back on all of the memories and great times we had throughout the past school 

year. It also has helped us realise how lucky we really are to be able to go to school which is something many students all over the world take 
for granted. Of course there were initial disappointments. One of these was the  Gaisce adventure being cancelled.  This was something many 

students and also teachers had been looking forward to all year. Students feared that all of their work over the past year trying to earn their 
Gaisce award would go to waste. With the help of teachers a plan was made, group projects were completed and gaisce awards were earned.  

Teachers also helped us by creating an alternative timetable which gave time for meditation, skill development and exercise along with school 
work for core subjects. This brought some sort of normality back to our lives. It allowed us to fulfil our maximum potential both academically 
and personally. Although the at home learning experience was unexpected and a “bump in the road” for the 2019-2020 academic year, it will 

make us all the more grateful for everything we have in school in the future and proved that with the right mind-set we can turn anything into 
a positive!

Clodagh Rue O’Sullivan ( R. Tara)

What an unexpected end to TY we have had.  It is safe to say that when 
the school closures were announced, many students were anxious and 
uneasy. There were still so many trips and events we were all looking 

forward to! I was disappointed that we weren’t able to cycle the 
Greenway in Waterford to complete our Gaisce Bronze Award. However, in 
the end we worked together in small groups to create a project and plan 
a new adventure trip that we can go on in the future. The lockdown also 

proved a great time for us to think back and reflect on the amazing 
times we had throughout the year from the Ploughing Championships, to 
Chicago, to work experience and many more. While our last few weeks of 
TY were different to what we expected, overall it was still a highlight of 

our lives so far that we will never forget.

Cormac Harris (R Turlough)
 

CoronaVirus. The worldwide pandemic 
that has had an impact on millions and 
has taken the lives of thousands. Lives 

have been changed and perceptions have 
been altered. Even now it feels unreal, 

like I’m living in a movie. 
Everyone’s worlds have changed, some 
more than others, but for me it was a 
case of staying inside. Having to stay 
indoors for 9 weeks straight was not 

how I expected my TY year to end, but 
it was what needed to happen if we 

wanted to stay safe. I wasn’t sure how 
long this quarantine was going to 
continue for, but once the google 

classrooms started rolling in I decided it 
was time to get comfortable. 

 
During the beginning weeks of quar-
antine when classrooms or work hadn’t 
been assigned, I entertained myself 

by doing bits of cross stitch, but I was 
mostly in bed watching Netflix all day. 
Once we started getting work sent to 

us, I was more motivated than ever to do 
the work, as it gave me the encourage-
ment and the kick I needed to get up 

and get my brain working. At first I must 
admit I was most definitely not a fan 

of waking up earlier to get work done, 
but once I did I felt more positive and 

it gave me a purpose and a goal for the 
day. It also gave me a sense of reality 
as through this sudden, bizzare time it 

was nice to get a feeling of normality. It 
helped me get a structure and a routine 

to my days which really helped me 
through the weeks. 

 
Never more in my life have I appreciated 
leaving the house. Undoubtedly it has 
been a hard time for everyone, but it 

has had its positive impacts on me. For 
one I am after getting a lot closer to my 
family. I don’t think I’ve ever spent this 
much time with them and as a result 
we’ve talked to each other a lot more 
and bonded. I’ve learned to appreciate 
the little things, as I know I have it a 
lot better than many people and I’m 

exceptionally grateful for that. 
Lastly, I’ve learned that we are all 

one big team. Everyone in the country 
working together and playing their part 
in defeating this virus is gratifying to 

witness. We all have our own 
responsibilities and we are all going to 
enjoy the rewards of our strength soon.

 
~Laurie Kelly (R Tara) 

The changes that have come with Covid-19

Ms Yvonne 
Delaney



* On the 29th of March 2019 Ireland entered a period of lockdown, 
social distancing and school closures and for many this meant time to 

focus on family, staying safe and trying to keep the Virus out of our 
homes. Irish School life changed drastically; the week leading up to the 
virus lockdown was preoccupied with the creation of edmodo groups, 
google classrooms and whatsapps. I think that none of us could have 

expected the impact on schooling that this lockdown made on all 
students; of course the Leaving Cert situation was undoubtedly 

mishandled by government and other key education stakeholders but 
eventually came the announcement and at least clarity was given to 
Students. Undoubtedly the lockdown has affected all students in the 
school community but I can only speak from my experience as a fifth 

year student.
 

Work is assigned by teachers most days of the working week, online 
classes and recorded Loom classes have now become the norm for us 

still continuing with education during this time. For many of us 5th Years 
the anxiety of not finishing courses or keeping up with class schedules 

can be quite worrying; but by at least keeping up with the assigned work 
will help. I think many 5th years have probably hit a wall in the past week 
in relation to motivation and the will to do the work, I know that can truly 

be said for myself. The only advice I can give to my fellow 5th Year 
students and all other students in the school community is to try your 

best to keep up with the assigned work to the best of your ability and to 
not to pay too much attention to the media as an overload of COVID-19 

related facts and figures that can be quite worrying. Moving away 
from school; keeping in contact with friends and family be it via Zoom, 

Whatsapp or Snapchat is essential to our mental well being throughout 
this period. Going out for a daily walk or some sort of physical activity 

everyday can also really help keeping your mind focused and your head 
screwed on. *** Ends

 

Kind Regards, 
Evan. O Connell 5th Year 

To the Fifth Years of 2020

The challenges you have faced this year have been unprecedented.  The month of March brought with it 

changes that we never could have foreseen, what began as simply advice on hand hygiene and developed into 

two weeks at home has now become two months of remote learning and online engagement.  It is a time that 

will pass and soon again we will be gathering dialanns on a Tuesday, searching for parents signatures , chasing 

students wearing hoodies and trying to steer you through the school day in the best way possible.

Most of you have met the challenge of remote learning with enthusiasm and great patience,  for some of you 

it is more difficult and has taken time for you to adjust.  We ask now that you finish out the school year with 

an eye to a more positive future.  Looking forward to when as a group you can gather again, as the leaving cert 

group in Colaiste Choilm.  

Your senior school experience should not be defined by covid 19 but instead by great friendships that 

developed, matches lost and won, various school trips and our wellness day.   When we spoke to you initially 

about the wellness day we spoke about a day to reset, to bond and appreciate some time doing something 

different.  On that day the skills you learned were life skills punctuated by laughter.  These are all skills which 

have applied since March, patience, calm and positivity.   Now you need to reset again,  enjoy the summer and 

then look forward to next year.  

Looking forward to seeing you in the new school year.

Noramai Granville 

5th Year

(Above) Ms Lucy Ní Chuill



As a result of Covid-19, it is fair to say that the world of young people has 
changed. We have had to adopt a new approach to school work and while 

you have to praise our school for its commitment and dedication to its 
students and standard of education, it is a stressful and sometimes 

overwhelming situation for teens. However, there are positive aspects to
this pandemic. It has allowed us to reconnect with those we care about and 

appreciate those we cannot physically meet. Things we have may have 
taken for granted in the past, such as local parks are our saviours, and 

hanging out with friends are now a priority as soon as we can meet again. 
The unrelenting strength and kindness of people in the community and 

around the world is incredible and uplifting. The impact this situation has had 
on the entire world is unbelievable. For most people, this is the first time we 
have ever experienced anything like this before, and hopefully it will be our 

last. I am definitely looking forward to getting back to some form of 
normality.

-Fifth year student
(Above) 

Mr. Stephen O’Hara 
(School Chaplain)

6th Year

Dear Class of 2020
As I sit here, I wonder will you be remembered for your fun loving, 
enthusiastic, rule breaking nature or will you forever be marked as the 
Leaving Cert year of Corona. 

You have won much, lost some but throughout you have remained 
positive mentors and kind and loyal friends to one another. 

And so you have transitioned from the 1st year class of 2014( year of 
Ebola) to the 6th year class of 2020( year of Corona) and with that in 
mind you should be immune to all life throws at you. 
Going forward, I wish you all you would wish for yours selves. 

Thank you for the memories 
Karen Daly (Above) Deputy Princiapal Ms. Cáit Breathnach

Learning remotely was a huge change of environment to having the structured school day. A lot more of the 
responsibility was put on us to keep working individually. It was challenging to motivate myself to get into 
the learning mindset when not in a classroom, however by structuring my days and setting a routine for 
myself I felt I was definitely improving day by day in my subjects. The benefit of learning individually is you 
can work on your own weaknesses rather than repeating topics you are comfortable with in school. I found 
live online classes incredibly beneficial. We seemed to fly through work more on those classes than we 
would sometimes in real school. Apart from trying to keep motivated and focused which is difficult due to 
the distractions from the media and home environment, I found it an overall positive experience and I feel I 
definitely benefited in ways from it. This is mostly due to my teachers. They consistently helped me to stay 
busy throughout the day which made it so much easier. By being assigned work it is much easier to learn as 
it gives you guidance into what to study, rather than spending 30mins at your desk day dreaming because 
you don’t even know where to start.

          - Diarmuid O Connor



(Above) Deputy Princiapal Ms. Cáit Breathnach

Every morning I woke up at 8am and peeled myself out of bed. I put on my new school uniform (a black hoodie and 
grey tracksuit pants) and headed downstairs to prepare a hearty breakfast.

Poached Eggs and an Iced Coffee were usually on the menu which I favoured greatly over my normal school 
breakfast of a cold slice of toast in the car.

Dressed comfortably and well fed, I was ready to head up to my home office - the desk at the end of my bedroom. In 
front of me was a large window overlooking my back garden and all the goings on of Tower. Behind me was my bed 

which seems to beckon “come back” every minute of the day. One lesson I did learn from lockdown was self 
restraint - to keep my eyes on my books, and my body at my desk!

At 9am the work would flood in. I watched the 5 open tabs on my computer - 2x Gmail Accounts, 2x Google 
Classrooms, Edmodo and Whatsapp on my phone. It was hard to keep track of where and who from the work was 

coming, and no doubt I missed a class or two “out of confusion” - oops!

I followed my school timetable and set unfinished work, ironically, as “homework”. My favourite part of the week was 
interactive classes, on Google Meets or Zoom. I never thought I’d say it, but I missed the sound of my teachers voices 
and I missed the atmosphere of the school environment. Being able to see and hear my other classmates online was 
often the highlight of my day. Even if it was just seeing their names at the side of my screen, I knew that we were all in 

this together.

Though I learned as much online as I would have in school, every day I wished for lockdown to end and for us to 
go back to Colaiste Choilm. I missed walking through the big red doors in the morning and being greeted by all my 

friends to share the morning gossip. I missed the teachers hounding us to get to class in the mornings, and everyone 
pretending not to hear them. I missed going for a walk a break time with my friends and buying ourselves a treat in 

Iceland. I missed being able to ask questions in class, without typing out an email.

I missed so many things, but most of all I missed the sense of togetherness that we always had in school. Yeah, work 
was still hard, but it was less of a burden knowing that we weren’t alone in feeling the pressure. As a 6th year student, 
we especially missed out on all the final rituals, that would have made us more together than ever before. Teachers vs 

Students Sports matches, 6th year pranks, our graduation day and so much more.

During remote learning, I was most disheartened when I thought about what I was missing out on. 
So, while I’m overjoyed that I don’t have to sit the most gruelling set of 

exams in an Irish Student’s life- the dreaded Leaving Cert - 
I’d trade it all in in a second, to have spent my last few months

 of secondary school, amongst my teachers and friends. 
Everyone stressed and everyone struggling, but everyone 

stressed and struggling together.

Elizabeth O Connor - 6th year. 

Remote Learning

(Above) Ayomide Ajaji - 6th Year



Keep connected: 
 Find things to do with other people even if its online  

Relax: Use different relaxation techniques :
 write a journal / diary
 listen to music
 meditate
 take time to focus on you
 appreciate your free time

Exercise:
 Benefits your physical and mental health 
 improves your overall mood and happiness

Focus:…on the things that interest you ….
 painting/drawing/running / walking /reading/baking/knitting

Hobbies:
 Spend time on a hobby you enjoy 

While we could not come together to walk on 9th May, 
the Darkness into Light Sunrise Appeal received huge 

support nationwide and here in Ballincollig many 
families did their own Darkness into Light walk and 

donated to the appeal.

We look forward to walking  together again  to support 
the work of Pieta when its safe to do so.

Wellbeing:  from the Guidance Team

The Drama Exchange Programme was due 
to begin the week after school was closed 

in March. The 19 students, from Transition 
Year and Fifth Year, were ready to perform 

their production of Brian Friel’s play 
“Dancing at Lughnasa” ahead of flying out 
to the UK on 25th March to perform it in 

Coventry at our partner school there.

Dancing at Lughnasa


