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The culture and ethos of Coláiste 
Choilm is very much a product of our 

vision which is to ‘Create the context in 
which the miracle of growth happens 

for each person in our school’. We strive 
to make this vision a living reality each 
day in Coláiste Choilm. In our school 
we provide high quality teaching and 

learning, we provide excellent support for 
students and we create rich opportunities 
for learning and development inside and 
outside the classroom. If this is what you 

are looking for in a school – then you 
have come to the right place.

Our students are at the heart of all we 
do. We want our students to be happy, 
to be successful academically, to make 
the most of their talents & abilities and 
to respect & support others.  We have 
a proven track record of fulfilling this 
vision year in, year out. We do this by 
creating a positive atmosphere in the 

school that promotes high standards. Our 
high expectations of every student com-

bined with a very caring & supportive 
ethos ensures that everyone can achieve 

their best. 

Each year our students’ academic 
achievements are outstanding and far 
exceed national averages. Each year 

approximately 30% of our Leaving Cert 
students achieve more than 500 points – 
that is double the national average. Each 
year our students are awarded entrance 
scholarships to UCC. 95% of Leaving 
Certs progress to Third Level. Coláiste 

Choilm is the top feeder school to UCC 

and MTU. These stats speak for 
themselves.

The pastoral care system in Coláiste 
Choilm is second to none. Students 

and parents know that care & support 
is always available. It is evident that the 
students experience in Coláiste Choilm 

contributes significantly to their physical, 
emotional & social wellbeing.

The high value we place on extracurric-
ular activities is very much embedded 

in our DNA. We are very proud of 
our sporting excellence which include 
achievements at many levels in rugby, 

camogie, golf, table tennis & football for 
example. Our students enjoy a strong 
tradition of music, drama & art in the 
school. Students art pieces adorn our 

walls and students’ participation in the 
arts through choir, trad band, drama club 

& TY musical enrich their experience 
& growth. In 2018 and 2020 Coláiste 

Choilm students were crowned the BT 
Young Scientists of the Year. These were 
remarkable achievements and a dream 

come true for us all.
As Principal I am extremely proud of our 
students. They are confident, articulate, 
& thoughtful young adults who contin-
ually impress me with their talents, their 
energies and with their capacity to look 

after one another.
In choosing Coláiste Choilm, you are 

choosing a school that offers the highest 
standards of teaching & learning, a wide 
subject provision, a proven track record 
of excellent academic achievement and a 

caring and supportive environment.
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Coláiste Choilm

Above: Congratulations to Leaving Cert Students 
Caoimhe Buckley, Cliona Reardon, Oisín O Síocháin, 
Kate Ní Shé, Louise Ambrose and Aoife Feehan who 
all achieved 625 points.

Above: Alison Lyons who achieved 625 points in 
the Leaving Cert with her Year Head Ms. Noramai 
Granville

The Class of 2021...

Above: Well done to Diana Yermolayeva on received 
100% in the Leaving Cert Applied.



Cormac Harris and Alan O Sullivan 
represented Ireland in the virtual Euro-
pean Union Contest for Young Scientists 
(EUCYS) 2020/21 and took home the top 
prize.  Their project was the titled “A sta-
tistical investigation into the prevalence of 
gender stereotyping in 5-7-year olds and 
the development of an initiative to combat 
gender bias”.  They competed against 39 
countries across Europe and the world.
Since winning BTYSTE in 2020 Alan and 
Cormac have been raising awareness on 
the topic of gender bias in society.  They 
have taken part in numerous interviews 
on TV, radio and newspapers, spoke at the 
Irish Citizens Assembly on Gender Equali-
ty as well as making presentations at third 
level institutes such as UCC and MTU.  
They also took part in Accenture’s Cele-
bration of International Women’s Day, the 
Work Equal Campaign and Future Human 
2020.  In addition, they visited numerous 
industries in the field of Technology and 
Pharmaceutical.

Unfortunately, Covid-19 restrictions 
limited the scope for further research and 
fieldwork so the students had to alter their 
plans for extending the project in prepara-
tion for EUCYS.  Cormac and Alan added 
to their resources for teachers to combat 
gender stereotyping and developed their 
website further.
In addition, they utilised the data they had 
previously collated and conducted further 
statistical analysis – they investigated the 

impact of attending co-educational or sin-
gle sex schools on the prevalence of gender 
stereotyping.  They observed statistically 
significant differences in the responses to 
“who cries more” and “who gets angrier” 
from both boys and girls depending on the 
type of school they attended.  
Alan and Cormac displayed diligence 
and enthusiasm for their project from the 
moment that the title was selected.  They 
conducted ample research and contacted 
experts in the field before proceeding with 
each step.  They possess an ability to com-
municate effectively and clearly to their 
target audience.  
 It was their unfailing enthusiasm, strong 
communication skills and huge work ethic 
that enabled them to covet first prize at 
EUCYS.  We are very proud of the work 
Alan and Cormac have done to research 
and highlight the issues around gender 
bias. It is hugely significant that their 
ground-breaking work has now been 
recognised at an international level.

Karina Lyne – Science Teacher 
& Mentor to Alan & Cormac

EUROPEAN YOUNG SCIENTISTS
ALAN O’SULLIVAN & CORMAC HARRIS


