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The culture and ethos of Coláiste Choilm is very much a 
product of our vision which is to ‘Create the context in 
which the miracle of growth happens for each person in 
our school’. We strive to make this vision a living reality 
each day in Coláiste Choilm. We do this by providing 
high quality teaching and learning, by providing 
excellent support for our students and by creating rich 
opportunities for learning and development inside and 
outside the classroom.
Our students are at the heart of all we do. We want our 
students to be happy, to be successful academically, to 
make the most of their talents & abilities, to respect & 
support others and to contribute to their community. We 
have a proven track record of fulfilling this vision year 
in, year out. 

Each year our students’ academic achievements are 
outstanding and far exceed national averages. This year, 
11 of Leaving Certificate students achieved maximum of 
625 points, 45% of our students achieved more than 500 
points – almost double the national average of 25%. Each 
year our students are awarded entrance scholarships 
to UCC. 95% of Leaving Certs progress to Third Level. 
Coláiste Choilm is the top feeder school to UCC and 
MTU. These statistics speak for themselves.

The high value we place on extracurricular activities is 
very much embedded in our DNA. We are very proud of 

our sporting excellence which include achievements at 
many levels in rugby, camogie, hurling, golf  & football 
for example. Our students enjoy a strong tradition of 
music, drama & art in the school. Students art pieces 
adorn our walls and students’ participation in the arts 
through choir, trad band, drama club & TY musical enrich 
their experience & growth. In 2018 and 2020 Coláiste 
Choilm students were crowned the BT Young Scientists 
of the Year. In 2021 Alan O’Sullivan and Cormac Harris 
won European Young Scientists of the Year. These were 
remarkable achievements and a dream come true for us 
all.

In choosing Coláiste Choilm for your child you are 
choosing a school that offers the highest standards of 
teaching & learning, top class facilities, a wide subject 
provision, a proven record of excellent academic 
performance & a caring & supportive environment. 
For over 30 years we have provided the best possible 
education & we look forward to continuing this strong 
tradition with the active support of parents, the generous 
contribution of staff & the enthusiasm & creativity of our 
students.

Michelle Sliney,
Principal
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(Above) Well done to our 11 students who achieved 625 points in 
their Leaving Cert.
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Cormac Harris and Alan O Sullivan 
represented Ireland in the virtual Euro-
pean Union Contest for Young Scientists 
(EUCYS) 2020/21 and took home the top 
prize.  Their project was the titled “A sta-
tistical investigation into the prevalence of 
gender stereotyping in 5-7-year olds and 
the development of an initiative to combat 
gender bias”.  They competed against 39 
countries across Europe and the world.
Since winning BTYSTE in 2020 Alan and 
Cormac have been raising awareness on 
the topic of gender bias in society.  They 
have taken part in numerous interviews 
on TV, radio and newspapers, spoke at the 
Irish Citizens Assembly on Gender Equali-
ty as well as making presentations at third 
level institutes such as UCC and MTU.  
They also took part in Accenture’s Cele-
bration of International Women’s Day, the 
Work Equal Campaign and Future Human 
2020.  In addition, they visited numerous 
industries in the field of Technology and 
Pharmaceutical.

Unfortunately, Covid-19 restrictions 
limited the scope for further research and 
fieldwork so the students had to alter their 
plans for extending the project in prepara-
tion for EUCYS.  Cormac and Alan added 
to their resources for teachers to combat 
gender stereotyping and developed their 
website further.
In addition, they utilised the data they had 
previously collated and conducted further 
statistical analysis – they investigated the 

impact of attending co-educational or sin-
gle sex schools on the prevalence of gender 
stereotyping.  They observed statistically 
significant differences in the responses to 
“who cries more” and “who gets angrier” 
from both boys and girls depending on the 
type of school they attended.  
Alan and Cormac displayed diligence 
and enthusiasm for their project from the 
moment that the title was selected.  They 
conducted ample research and contacted 
experts in the field before proceeding with 
each step.  They possess an ability to com-
municate effectively and clearly to their 
target audience.  
 It was their unfailing enthusiasm, strong 
communication skills and huge work ethic 
that enabled them to covet first prize at 
EUCYS.  We are very proud of the work 
Alan and Cormac have done to research 
and highlight the issues around gender 
bias. It is hugely significant that their 
ground-breaking work has now been 
recognised at an international level.

Karina Lyne – Science Teacher 
& Mentor to Alan & Cormac

EUROPEAN YOUNG SCIENTISTS 2021
ALAN O’SULLIVAN & CORMAC HARRIS
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Coláiste Choilm 4-14 Mitchelstown CBS 3-12 

A TERRIFIC showcase for Cork second-level hurling at 
Rathcormac and a massive boost for Coláiste Choilm, the 
Ballincollig school capturing a first significant hurling 
trophy.

A brilliant goal from captain Cian O’Driscoll, holding off 
three challenges to blast the sliotar low into the bottom 
corner of the net, made it 4-12 to 3-12 entering injury 
time, with a lovely Conor Eagles point and an O’Driscoll 
65 sealing this Cork Colleges Senior B success.

They went 2-12 to 2-11 ahead after 52 minutes, when 
Harrington netted the rebound from a missed free. 
Straight away at the other end O’Driscoll sliced through 
and forced Michael Roche into a save that Eagles followed 
up on to goal, with brilliant full-forward Diarmuid Dillon 
then scoring from the puck-out: 3-12 to 2-12.

They’d a good spread of scorers from play, number 14 
Diarmuid Dillon finishing with 1-4, Cork U20 footballer 
Darragh O’Mahony, O’Driscoll and Eagles 1-2 from play 
each. O’Mahony’s goal was a thrilling effort, on the run 
after intercepting a clearance on the 65. Cork minor Pete 
Kelly did well after a switch to the half-backs, keeper Eoin 
O’Shea was a big presence and Luke Harris tenacious in 
defence.

“We were 11 points up in the semi-final and it was very 
tight in the end. That’s just how these games can go. Sure 
once you win you don’t mind!”

Article written by Eamonn Murphy. 
Full Article Available at: 
https://www.echolive.ie/corksport/coláiste-choilm-land-senior-b-hurl-
ing-title-after-thrilling-final-with-mitchelstown-cbs_arid-40874012.html

Coláiste Choilm land Senior B Hurling title after 
thrilling final with Mitchelstown CBS

More potent threat up front was decisive for Ballincollig school who finished stronger to capture the cup

(Above) Congratulations to our U16 Hurlers who won the Cork 
Colleges B Cup last week - a double celebration for Coláiste/
Gaelcholáiste Choim!
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6 th Years 2021 (13) Sport
Cliona Dooley  Cork Minor Football and Camogie
   Cork Senior Camogie
Liam O Connell  Cork Minor Football
Dermot O Sullivan  Irish U20 Ultimate Frisbee 
Caoimhe Buckley  Cork Minor Camogie
   Cork Senior Camogie
Rebecca Sheehan  Cork Minor Football and Camogie
Isobel Sheehan  Cork Minor Football and Camogie
   Cork Senior Camogie
Holly Kierans  U18 Munster Basketball
Sean Dore  Cork Minor Football
Ronan Barrow  Cork Minor Football
Conor Coughlan  Irish Wheelchair Basketball
David O Sullivan  Cork Minor Hurling
Meadbh Kelly  Cork Minor Football
Rose Murphy  Cork Minor Camogie
   Cork Senior Camogie

Sports Awards Night 2022

6 th Years 2022 (11) Sport
Conor Dodd  Cork U20 Football
Cian O Driscoll  Cork U20 Hurling
Liam Cotter  Irish Orienteering Team
Patrice Holmes  All Ireland Track and Cross Country Cork
Darragh O Mahony  Cork U20 Football
Meabh Murphy  Cork Minor Camogie
   Cork Senior Camogie
Nathan Davis  Cork Minor Football
Kate Ni Laoi  Irish U20 Ultimate Frisbee
Eimear O Donovan  U16 Cork Football
Emily De Bhal  Irish Athletics Team
Aodhagan O Donovan U17 Irish Basketball

5th Years (7)  Sport
Jonah Obode  Cork Schools Soccer
Pete Kelly   Cork Minor Hurling
Arran Healy  Cork Schools Soccer
Edel Sheehan  Cork Minor Football and Camogie
Lily May O Farrell  Cork Minor Camogie
Amy O Riordan  International Show Jumping
Jack Murray  Munster Rugby

Congratulations to all of the Coláiste/
Gaelcholáiste Choilm Sports Awards Recipients
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Artist and past pupil Deirdre Frost was this year’s Creative Engagement artist. Art teacher Nicole Dolan together 
with her Transition Year Creative Engagement students worked throughout the year on this project. Nicole first 
taught them drawing and mark making skills mostly through the medium of etching. Deirdre introduced them to 
her work when they visited her exhibition in the Blackwater Studio Gallery, they saw and heard what inspired her, 
how she researched and what she wanted to achieve. They followed in her footsteps, visiting Elizabeth Fort in 
Cork City where they sketched, photographed and recorded their own inspirational ideas.
Deirdre visited them in their classroom showing them how she paints, especially the techniques she uses. They 
developed their own ideas and techniques very quickly after that and under the guidance of Nicole and Deirdre, 
produced three compositional ideas for a large scale wall Mural which was to become a permanent feature on 
the wall outside the staff room. The rest is history.
They officially launched their amazing work on April 26th.

Creative Engagement

The Art Department were delighted to be 
in a position to take our annual art trip 
to Dublin this year. The Leaving Cert Art 
students got to experience in reality. what 
they had been studying in class They 
visited the national History Museum in 
Kildare Street and the Hugh Lane gallery 
on Parnell square. A very informative, 
rewarding and enjoyable experience was 
had by all.

Leaving Cert 
Art Trip to Dublin
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Siansa Gael Linn Final 2022

Photographs courtesy of seanomainnin.com.

“Across April and May, we enjoyed three 
fantastic “Nights of Drama” featuring 
outstanding shows by over 80 actors from 
every year group.  It was wonderful to be 
back on stage again, and for the departing 
sixth year actors to have their final moment 
in the spotlight. The students deserve so 
much credit for producing work of such high 
standard after all the disruptions during the 
year!”

Drama Nights

Well done to Draíocht -  Cillian Ó 
Cathasaigh, Aoife Ní Dhochartaigh, 
Adele Ní Mhurchú, Éabha Nic 
Dhomhnaill, Eimear Ní Chéilleachair, 
Mark Ó Murchú, Meadhbh Ní 
Chathasaigh and Éabha Ní Mhurchú 
and their mentors Marien Collins, Rory 
Manning, Carmel Falvey, Anthony 
Cahill and Conor Arkins who took 2nd 
place in the Siansa Gael Linn Final in 
the National Concert Hall in Dublin on 
Sunday the 10th of April.

Siansa is one of the country’s most 
prestigious competitions for young 
Irish traditional music groups which 

is open not only to schools but to 
young musicians from all over Ireland 
aged 12 - 19 organised by Gael Linn in 
conjunction with Raidio na Gaeltachta 
and Irish Music Magazine.

The journey to the National Concert Hall 
started back in October.  Auditions were 
held where Eight members were selected 
from a large number of musicians 
within the school. Following this, a 
recording of a ten  minute continuous 
programme of music and song had to be 
sent to the judges. Approximately thirty 
groups were selected nationally for the 
workshops in February. Eight groups 

were then selected to compete in the 
final in the National Concert Hall and 
we were delighted and honoured to be 
one of those finalists.

There was fierce excitement in the build 
up to the final and great support on 
the night from the 75 supporters who 
travelled to Dublin to see the group 
perform. Draíocht played extremely 
well on the night and made everyone 
proud! Draíócht Abú! 
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Students from Coláiste / 
Gaelcholáiste Choilm recently 
participated in the 2022 Model 
United Nations in City Hall. They 
were among 400 students from 
across Ireland and Spain who 
assumed the role of delegates 
and represented different 
countries and non-governmental 
organisations as they debated 
resolutions in General Assembly, 
Special Conference and Security 
Assembly to find solutions on 

issues of pressing national and 
global importance.
Coláiste / Gaelcholáiste Choilm  
had delegations representing 
Mexico, Uganda, and Human 
Rights watch in all three 
conferences. Delegates debated 
issues such as the elimination of 
all forms of domestic violence, the 
question of rights and integration 
of indigenous peoples, the 
Russian Invasion of Ukraine, 
criminalisation of LGBTQIOA hate 

speech and homophobia, and 
the impact of Brexit on Northern 
Ireland. 
The two-and-a-half-day conference 
allowed students to get to grips 
with real-life world issues and 
discuss/debate them and create 
real life solutions to the issues 
being discussed. The delegates 
of Coláiste/ Gaelcholáiste Choilm 
did a fantastic job representing the 
school and their families at such a 
prestigious event. 

Sam O’Riordan, Leah O’Mahony, Sean Corcoran, Quy O’Connor, Jack McCahill, Jamie Barry Verling, Éanna Whyte.

Model United Nations

The 2nd & 3rd Robotics Teams who won 
the 2022 Regional Finals and to the 
1st year team who were runners up. 

Congratulations to Liam Ó Callanáin 
who has worked with them all year.

Robotics
Transition Year
 Gaisce Awards

TY students have to go on an adventure journey as part 

of their Gaisce awards. This year the students went to 

Waterford where they cycled 100KM on the greenway over 

two days. The students stayed overnight in a hostel where 

they worked as a team in small groups to make their own 

dinner. Students then went on to participate in games and 

activities which made for a very enjoyable experience.
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Grease - Transition Year Production 2022


